60 ‘THE COLEOPTERISTS’ BULLETIN VoL. 24 


BOOK REVIEW 


PINTO, JOHN D. AND RICHARD B. SELANDER. 1970. The Bionomics 
of Blister Beetles of the Genus Meloe and a Classification of the New World 
Species. Illinois Biological Monographs, No. 42, 222 pp., 198 figs. University of 
Illinois Press, Urbana, Ill, price $10.00. 

Some thirty-five years ago when I first began to collect beetles, I sent to 
the late C. A. Frost of Framingham, Mass. several Meloe that I had carefully 
classified using Blatchley’s Coleoptera of Indiana. Frost changed the names on 
my specimens and then went on in a letter to state that “Blatchley was off his 
trolley on Meloe”. It seems that it has been this way ever since whenever I have 
tried to identify members of this genus to species. 

At last, our doubts and confusions have been laid to rest. This new pub- 
lication has as one of its major contributions a key to the 23 New World species 
of Meloe along with a description of each species and its known geographic 
distribution. In this monograph seven new species are described and five names 
are placed in synonomy. 

In addition to the taxonomic section that makes up the last 130 pages of 
the work, an unusually good discussion of the bionomics of the genus appears 
in the remainder of the book. Included in this section is the economic im- 
portance of the genus, this having in it the damage done to cultivated plants, 
harm to honey bees, and the medical importance of the group. This is followed 
by a discussion of the known enemies of Meloe and this in turn by the geogra- 
phic distribution of the genus. A long section on the adult stage including 
seasonal distribution and behaviors, both sexual and non-sexual then follows. 
The next part of the bionomics section is labelled ontogeny. In this the develop- 
ment of Meloe is followed from the egg stage to the sexually mature adult. 
Then this part is concluded with a discussion of the interspecific ecological 
relationships of the Illinois members of the genus. 

The writer feels that this monograph is a first rate job, up to the senior 
author’s usual high standard. Like its entomological predecessors in the series 
this volume belongs in the library of every entomologist.—N.M.D. 


